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The Premise

We are always told – as parents – to read to our children. 

But what should we read? How? 

And how can we optimize these read alouds during COVID19?





Our Agenda

Early 
Childhood

• Print-focused 
read alouds

• Repeated 
Readings

Elementary

• Don’t show 
the pictures

• Incorporate 
informational 
Text

All Ages

• Think aloud 

• 15+ min a 
day for every 
child



What to Do 
For Our 
Earliest 
Readers

Draw Children’s Attention to the Print

• Print referencing - A strategy that increases 
that increases young children’s awareness of 
and knowledge about print 

• Eye-tracking software shows that children 
attend to the pictures 95% of time during a 
read aloud

• When preschoolers are read to with print 
referencing every day for 10 minutes, they 
focus on the print 20,000 times more





Book 
Handling

• Cover, author / illustrator

• Page order

• Illustration versus words

Page Layout

• Directionality (Top to bottom, Left to right)

• Finger sweep at end of line

Words

• Length, number

• Typography

• Text features (word bubbles, captions) 



How to Involve Your Child

Point It Out
This is a question mark.

Watch how I point to each word.

Here it says ‘mail’ on the mailbox.

Ask Questions
Where do I read next?

What do you think this caption says?

Why might this word be in big print?

Make Requests
Can you find a letter ‘M’ or ‘T’?

Show me a long word.

Show me where the sentence ends.



What to Do 
For Our 
Earliest 
Readers

Don’t shy away from repeated readings.

• Increases vocabulary and comprehension (in 
fact, repeat readings increases vocab. 
acquisition 15-40%, and is relatively 
permanent)

• Reading a few repeatedly is more effective 
than reading many only once

• Up to three read alouds is ideal!

• Increase children’s responsibility with each 
reading

McGee, Lea M., & Schickedanz, Judith A. (2007). Repeated interactive read-
alouds in preschool and kindergarten. The Reading Teacher. 60(8), 742-751.



You Might Say…

• “This is the second time we’ve read 
Wemberly Worried. Tell me some of 
the things you remember Wemberly
worrying about.”

• “This is the third time we’ve read 
Wemberly Worried. Why do you 
think Wemberly rubbed Petal’s ears 
so much?”



What to Do 
For Our 

Elementary 
Readers

Don’t show the pictures

• Encourage kids to visualize on their own.

• Promotes longer attention span, 
engagement with the text, and motivation to 
read.

• “I promise that I will show you the pictures, 
but first I want you to listen to the words. As 
you listen, I want you to make a movie in 
your mind. What does the movie in your 
head look like?”



What do you see?
“I am the circus owner,

My ship sunk in the murk.
I’ve come to find my animals 
And put them back to work.”

He hiked until he came
To the center of the town.

His face was red, He scratched his head.
He stood there with a frown.

Mr. Payne looked high and low,
But still he could not see
The fifteen circus animals 

Of his menagerie.



Does this image match 
what was in your mind?



What to Do 
For Our 
Elementary 
Readers

Read aloud from informational text

• A category of nonfiction, that tells about the 
natural or social world

• No real story structure

• Lots of technical vocabulary, timeless verbs

• Assumes background knowledge

• Appeals to many ‘disengaged’ readers



The Scarcity of Informational Text

• In a national survey of K-2 teachers, 
informational text made up only 6% of 
reading materials 

• Survey of 126 elementary teachers, only 
14% of read alouds were informational 
text (only 8% in preschool!)

• CCSS (2010) 70% of text is informational

• Parents don’t typically use informational 
text



How to Use 
Informational Text 

• Follow your kids’ natural 
curiosities

• Wander around in informational 
text

• Record extemporaneous questions 
and put them in ‘Parking Lot’ 



For all 
readers…

• Think aloud to model your reading

• 15+ minutes day for all readers



What is a Think Aloud?

• When a proficient reader 
models / verbalizes the 
thinking they are doing as 
they read.

• Use “I” statements, such as 
“I’m having a hard time 
understanding what is 
happening. I need to go back 
and reread.”



Sample Think Alouds

• “I was confused by this part here. 
I need to go back and reread it.”

• “I want to ask a question. Why 
would the boy act that way?”

• “I’m getting the sense that the 
character here is feeling angry.”



The Decline at Nine





Additional 
Resources

drmollyness.com
@drmollyness

Websites / Organizations

• Reading Rockets

• Readaloud.org

• Storylineonline.net

• Onemorestory.com

• Amightygirl.com

• Readbrightly.com

• Podcasts – All the 
Wonders, The Yarn, 
Brain Burps about 
Books

Books

• The Enchanted Hour / 
Meghan Cox Gurdon

• The Read Aloud 
Handbook / Jim 
Trelease

• The Read Aloud Family / 
Sarah McKenzie


